
Minutes from August 2016 Meeting

Cool Spring Terrace Civic Association Meeting, August 27, 2016

Officers present: Ted Hull, President; Andrea Kenner, Secretary

Number of attendees: Approximately 8

I. Welcome/Gathering

The meeting was called to order at 11:08 a.m. Special guests included Cpl. Rickert from the Prince
George’s County Police Department, Laura Dyer from the University of Maryland Police, and Alison
Flores and staff from Councilwoman Deni Taveras’s office.

II. Announcements and Officers’ Reports

President Hull reminded members about the upcoming CSTCA board election, which will be held at
the December 2016 meeting.

The minutes from the August 2016 meeting were read and approved.

President Hull gave the treasurer’s report: A member’s $10 in dues was received, bringing the
balance in the CSTCA account to $1609.01 as of the date of the August meeting.

III. Public Safety Update — Cpl. Donald Rickert and officer Laura Dyer

Cpl. Rickert reported on recent break-ins in the Lewisdale area, including thefts of cell phones and
pocket change from unlocked cars. Cpl. Rickert reminded residents to remove valuables and then
lock their cars. In addition, Cpl. Rickert reported on recent home break-ins that occurred during
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daytime hours, often through unlocked back windows. Cpl. Rickert again reminded residents to lock
their homes’ window and report strangers to the police.

Cpl. Rickert also reported on the police department’s efforts to reduce human trafficking in the area.
He said that cases of human trafficking have been observed in and around apartment complexes in
Langley Park and in hotels along U.S. 1, and that these cases often are the result of soliciting via
social media.

Next, Officer Dyer described some of the community outreach efforts undertaken by the University of
Maryland police department. Officer Dyer explained how the University of Maryland police are
working with the Prince George’s County Police Department and community groups to address
concerns about students’ interactions with and participation in the communities surrounding the
College Park campus. Officer Dyer mentioned the prevalence of thefts involving break-ins into the
homes of students living off campus because the students tend to leave their home windows open
during the summer months.

Officer Dyer said that the University of Maryland’s Office of Student Conduct recently expanded its
jurisdiction to cover the surrounding communities. Residents can contact the Office of Student
Conduct (301-314-8204) to complain about wild parties and other student conduct issues.
Residents should include the county case number (if there is one) in the complaint to help expedite
the process. Details of the incident (including the number of students involved, trash, unmaintained
property, etc.) are also helpful in making a complaint.

IV. Updates from Alison Flores and staff from Councilwoman Deni Taveras’s office

Ms. Flores invited residents to attend the State of the District address on September 8, 2016, from 7
to 8:30 p.m. and the county’s Clean Up Green Up event on Sunday, October 29, 2016. The Clean
Up Green Up event features litter cleanup and plantings in neighborhood public areas, including
medians and traffic circles.

Ms. Flores described legislative efforts to hold property owners more responsible for human
trafficking observed on their properties, and to prevent vehicle sales along streets and in gas stations

Community members expressed concerns about the new weekly trash pickup schedule, dumping
along Cool Spring Road, and issues with bulky trash pickup. Ms. Flores said that the promised trash
cans would be delivered throughout the community in September. (This has since happened.)
Residents with concerns about trash pickup can email Ms. Flores at asflores@co.pg.md.us.

Ms. Flores also described the county’s residential parking permit program in response to interest
expressed by residents. The program is managed by the county’s Revenue Authority, which owns
and operates its database. Any violations against the program’s rules are handled by the Revenue
Authority, and not by the county police. Participation in the program requires agreement by 60% or
more of the affected residents.
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ONE THOUGHT ON “MINUTES FROM AUGUST 2016 MEETING”

Adjournment: The meeting adjournment time was not noted.
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Jon Robinson
on August 26, 2016 at 9:12 am said:

It seems the School Board did not do much to inform the community about the hearings on
the new middle school location. This is the usual check off the box attitude that the School
Board has toward citizen involvement. Why didn’t Councilwoman Taveras make sure our
civic association was informed? We wouldn’t have even known about the school coming
were it not for Senator Rossepepe mentioning it at our April meeting. Long after the hearings
had been held.
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