
Minutes from April 2016 Meeting

Cool Spring Terrace Civic Association Meeting, Apr. 23, 2016

Officers present: Ted Hull, President; Glenn Kirkland, Vice President; Andrea Kenner, Secretary

Number of attendees: Approximately 25

The meeting was called to order at 11:07 a.m. Special guests included State Sen. Jim Rosapepe,
State Sen. Victor Ramirez, Del. Joseline Peña Melnyk, and Jolene Ivey, representing Glenn Ivey, a
candidate for the U.S. House of Representatives.

I. Welcome/Gathering

To open the meeting, President Hull proposed a change to the order published in the agenda to
accommodate the schedules of our special guests.

Officers and members discussed the upcoming change to the county’s schedule for picking up yard
waste, trash, and recycling. Starting in May, trash pickup was reduced from twice weekly to once
weekly, and the scheduled days for pickup changed to Mondays for yard waste and to Tuesdays for
trash and recycling.

II. Officers’ Reports

Vice President Kirkland gave an update on parking enforcement efforts in the neighborhood. Mr.
Kirkland participated in a neighborhood tour with a representative from DPW to observe parking
problems reported by community members. Mr. Kirkland reported that the DPW representative
rejected the idea of putting up No Parking and Snow Emergency signs on neighborhood streets. Mr.
Kirkland also said that the DPW representative did not observe a problem with cars parked less than

Cool Spring Terrace
Cool Spring Terrace Civic Association — CSTCA

https://coolspringterrace.wordpress.com/


30 feet from intersections per county law, as was reported by neighbors. Mr. Kirkland said that he
would ask to have a DPW representative visit the neighborhood again at a different time of day. Del.
Peña Melnyk suggested that we ask Councilmember Deni Taveras to ask them to return for a second
tour.

Secretary Kenner read the minutes from the February 2016 meeting. The minutes were approved.

President Hull gave the Treasurer’s report. As of March 31, 2016, the balance in our account was
$1,589.01.

III. Updates from Sen. Jim Rosapepe on 2016 legislative session

Sen. Rosapepe introduced community outreach assistant, Ken Healey. Sen. Rosapepe then
presented highlights from the 2016 state legislative session. According to Sen. Rosapepe’s report:

Funding for legislation: Gov. Hogan had refused to spend money that was set aside in funds
designated for special purposes through legislation. The law was changed to require him to
fully fund legislation; for example, the new hospital in Largo. Legislators were also able to
override several of Gov. Hogan’s vetoes.
Sentencing reform: Legislation was passed to reduce imprisonment of non-violent offenders
and to reinvest money in drug rehabilitation and mental health services.
Climate change: The legislature worked with Gov. Hogan to set a goal to reduce greenhouse
gases by 40% by 2020.
Transportation funding: Sen. Rosapepe announced the selection of a construction
contractor for the Purple Line. He said he would work with us to help mitigate the impact of the
construction on our community.
University of Maryland: Sen. Rosapepe discussed the upcoming merger of the College Park
and Baltimore campuses and the impact this might have on our community. According to a
new state law, each campus must work with local organizations on community issues. CSTCA
member Jon Robinson brought up at this point the recent proposal to build a middle school on
park land near Mother Jones Elementary, and suggested instead that the school be located on
property that will be vacated by the University of Maryland when the administration of the
merged campus moves to Baltimore.
Laurel Hospital: Sen Rosapepe said that the University of Maryland hospital system is taking
over the Laurel Hospital, and that the hospital is being converted to a “freestanding medical
facility.” For more information about this change, CSTCA members might want to see the
Washington Post article, Uproar in Laurel over plans to close money-losing hospital.

IV. Candidates’ debate

The April meeting of the Cool Spring Civic Association took place just days before the Maryland
primary election. Special guests Del. Peña Melnyk and Jolene Ivey were each invited to present their
cases for who should be the Democratic candidate for the U. S. House of Representatives seat being
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vacated by Rep. Donna Edwards. (Ms. Ivey was presenting the candidacy of Glenn Ivey.)

Del. Peña Melnyk and Ms. Ivey were each given 10 minutes to present their cases, and then were
given time to answer CSTCA members’ questions.

V. Comments for the good of the association

Mr. Mosley said that a street tree was hit by a car during the big snowstorm. President Hull said
he would contact the county about having it removed.
Mrs. Mosely thanked CSTCA members for the get-well greetings.
There was a general discussion about the deteriorating quality of the shoulders and the
clogged culverts along Cool Spring Road, objections to the new trash pickup schedule, and
requests to have DPW return to the neighborhood to reevaluate the parking situation.

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 12:53 p.m.
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