
Minutes from August 2015 Meeting

Cool Spring Terrace Civic Association Meeting, August 22, 2015

I. Welcome/Gathering

Officers present: Ted Hull, President; Glenn Kirkland, Vice President; Andrea Kenner, Secretary

Number of attendees: Approximately 15

The meeting was called to order at 11:12 a.m.

II. Officers’ Reports

President’s Report: President Hull received information from MNCPPC about a planning meeting
for the new playground at Adelphi Park/Buck Lodge. Eileen Nivera from MNCPPC was invited to
present the plans at the October CSTCA meeting, but unfortunately, Ms. Nivera’s staff will not be
available for that meeting.

Minutes from the Previous Meeting: Ms. Kenner read the draft minutes from the June 2015
meeting. The minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report: President Hull reported that the balance in the CSTCA account as of Aug. 22
was $1,339.01. President Hull reported that we have received $10 in new dues payments since April
2015.

III. Report from State Senator Rosapepe’s Office

Senator Rosapepe’s staff gave a detailed update from the last legislative session. Highlights included:
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Cuts to the education budget
The repeal of the stormwater “rain tax”
New rules limiting the amount of chicken manure that Eastern Shore farmers can use as
fertilizer
A 2.5 year moratorium on fracking within the state of Maryland
A brief update on the University of Maryland Golf Course: No news, but keeping an eye on
things
An update on the Purple Line: It looks like it will be built, but the search continues for ways to
cut costs (especially at the state level). Prince George’s County agreed to pony up $20m more
(and negotiated that construction of the Purple Line will begin in Prince George’s County).

IV. Report from State Delegate Joseline Peña-Melnyk

Delegate Peña-Melnyk also presented a detailed update from the legislative session, including a list of
bills that she sponsored, co-sponsored, or supported. Highlights included:

1,600 bills were introduced during the previous legislative session.
The Maryland General Assembly has a library and will send free reports on legislation. For more
information, see the Maryland General Assembly Department of Legislative Services.
HB 489 prohibits the sale of e-cigarettes to minors.
Maryland legislators quickly passed a ban on the sale of powdered alcohol.
SB 482 provides the use of police body cams. Delegate Peña-Melnyk reported that she
attended a police training session designed to simulate what it’s like to face a suspect who is
possibly armed.
Delegate Peña-Melnyk reported the upcoming closure of the Laurel Hospital and described
community efforts to prevent that from happening. She also reported the proposed closure of
the MARC train station in Laurel, which has been open since 1835.

V. Update from Jon Robinson on Cool Spring Forest

Mr. Robinson reported that funds that have been earmarked for Program Open Space have
repeatedly been diverted for other uses. Mr. Robinson reported that he sent a note to Maryland
Delegate Ben Barnes (on the Appropriations committee) to request his continued support for the
acquisition of the Cool Spring Forest tract for use as park land.

VI. New Business / Comments for the Good of the Association

Members held a detailed discussion of the idea of approaching the University of Maryland to allow
Cool Spring Terrace members to use the Shuttle-UM buses to travel to and from the Purple Line. The
membership passed the following resolution:

Resolved: CSTCA to request of the 21st Delegation to pursue extending UMD bus service privileges
to Cool Spring residents.
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The resolution was seconded and approved unanimously.

President Hull then offered to look at current shuttle routes. After the meeting, President Hull
corresponded with Senator Rosapepe’s office about this request. It was determined that, since
Shuttle-UM currently does not serve our neighborhood, we would like to ask the Senator to find out
whether Shuttle-UM could consider having individuals pay a fee for service rather than expecting
communities to fund for all residents.

VII. Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 1 p.m. The next CSTCA meeting is scheduled for Saturday, October 24, at
11 a.m.
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