
Minutes from June 2015 Meeting

Cool Spring Terrace Civic Association Meeting, June 27, 2015

I. Welcome/Gathering

Officers present: Glenn Kirkland, Vice President; Andrea Kenner, Secretary

The meeting was called to order at 11:10 a.m.

II. Officers’ Reports

Minutes from the Previous Meeting

Ms. Kenner read the minutes from the April 2015 meeting. The minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report

There was nothing to report.

III. Continued discussion of The Case for Acquiring Cool Spring Forest for Undeveloped
Park Land/Zoning Rewrite

Cool Spring Forest: Jon Robinson reported that he spoke with Mr. Pelfrey from the Maryland
National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC). Mr. Pelfrey said that he had been in
contact with one of the owners of the Cool Spring Forest property, and that that owner is not
interested in selling the property to the M-NCPPC. Mr. Robinson reported that he had also spoken
with Del. Peña-Melnyk and Sen. Rosapepe about the proposed acquisition.
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Zoning Rewrite: Jon Robinson reported that M-NCPPC is still looking for comments on the zoning
rewrite materials. A vote on the new zoning bylaws will be held sometime next year.

IV. Purple Line Update

As reported in the Washington Post, Gov. Hogan has approved the Purple Line, but has cut the
amount of the state’s funding contribution. This means that the two counties (Montgomery and
Prince George’s) still have to make up the difference.

Meeting attendees discussed the various options around the renegotiation of the Purple Line
agreement among the interested parties (state, county, and federal). For example, it’s possible that
some of the needed funding could be drawn from other sources like the casino being built at National
Harbor, and Carol Hurwitch called to our attention an article in the Washington Post that questioned
whether adequate funding would be available to build the Purple Line and included a chart that
shows where the shortfall exists.

V. Report from Cpl. Rickert

Cpl. Rickert from the Prince George’s County Police Department reported on the new police cars that
are currently being issued to officers. The cars are equipped with modern technologies such as
Bluetooth audio and updated dash cameras. The new police cars include a Panasonic system in the
trunk that uploads camera footage wirelessly to a remote server. Cpl. Rickert reported that these
newer cameras turn on automatically if the police car is driven at or above 85 miles per hour.

According to Cpl. Rickert, a recent survey found that 30%-40% of the dash cameras in older county
police cars were non-functioning, and some of those cameras were out of warranty. Cpl. Rickert
reported that the police department is hiring a full-time technician to assess the older dash cameras
and remove ones that are no longer functioning.

Cpl. Rickert also reported on the studies the county police department is conducting on lapel-camera
technologies, and discussed the ongoing debates on the policies for providing citizen (and officer)
access to audio and video captured by lapel cameras.

VI. Discussion with Councilwoman Deni Taveras

Councilwoman Deni Taveras gave a presentation on the Town Hall meeting she held on June 11 at
which she discussed recently passed legislation, the fiscal year 2016 budget, and the projects that
are being funded through that budget. These projects include:

Updates to two fire stations in Hyattsville
34th Street bridge replacement and levee improvements
The new Hyattsville Library
Rehabilitation and updates to county parks and recreactional facilities
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School building repairs
Updates to state roads located in Prince George’s County
Improvements in and around Metro stations located in Prince George’s County

For more information, see the District 2 Community Update presentation (PDF) given by
Councilwoman Taveras at a community breakfast attended by Ms. Kenner and Mr. Hull on July 25.
The presentation is in both English and Spanish.

VI. New Business / Comments for the Good of the Association

A community member requested that the police department post an officer with a radar gun on Cool
Spring Road to catch the frequent speeders along that road. Another community member reported
seeing homeless people in and around the Northwest Branch trail. Cpl. Rickert said that patrolling the
trail is the responsibility of the Park Police.

VII. Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 1:15 p.m. The next CSTCA meeting is scheduled for Saturday, August 22,
at 11 a.m.
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