
Minutes from April 2015 Meeting

Cool Spring Terrace Civic Association Meeting, April 25, 2015

I. Welcome / Gathering

Officers present: Ted Hull, President; Glenn Kirkland, Vice President. Thirteen (13) members in
attendance.

II. Officers’ Reports

Announcements

1. Mr. Hull announced the M-NCPPC sponsored Transit District Development Plan (TDDP)
meeting for the Prince George’s Plaza area will be held Tues April 28, 6:30-8:30 pm at the
Prince George’s Plaza Community Center.

2. Mr. Hull announced that the WSSC will start soon on a major sewer line replacement project to
impact traffic on Adelphi Road between Riggs Rd and New Hampshire Ave. Please plan
accordingly.

Minutes from the Previous Meeting

Mr. Kirkland read the minutes from the general membership meeting of February 28, 2015. The
minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report

Mr. Hull read the current balance of the CSTCA checking account.
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III. Final approval, Revised CSTCA Constitution and By Laws

Marguerite Mickens-Mosley, chair of the CSTCA Constitution Committee, thanked the members of
the committee for their hard work on the revised CSTCA Constitution and By Laws. She provided a
recap of the committee’s work and presented a document on the work of the committee. She
stressed that approval of revised CSTCA Constitution and By Laws today did not mean that the
document was “set in stone.” Rather, the CSTCA Constitution and By Laws should be viewed as a
“living document” that should be periodically reviewed and needs continuing input. The document
includes several comments that the committee tabled, but will need to be revisited at a future date.
That document is located here:

https://coolspringterrace.wordpress.com/2014/12/13/cstca-constitution-with-adjudicated-changes/

A motion to approve the revised CSTCA Constitution and By Laws was introduced by member Jon
Robinson, seconded by member Chris Pickwick. The motion was approved by the quorum.

IV. Continued discussion of The Case for Acquiring Cool Spring Forest for Undeveloped
Park Land /M-NCPPC zoning rewrite

Purple Line: Jon Robinson reported on a meeting with Sen. Jim Rosapepe and Del. Joseline Pena-
Melnyk on March 21, 2015, attended by Mr. Robinson, Mr. Hull, Mr. Kirkland, Ms. Mickens-Mosley,
and Ms. Kim Crews. At that meeting, the officials advised the CSTCA to separate the Purple Line
opposition from the property acquisition and that it was not politically advantageous to oppose the
Purple Line at this time. He reported that the officials were supportive of the CSTCA position on
property acquisition and suggested reaching out to other parties to develop a larger constituency for
support.

Mr. Robinson also reported on a lawsuit by some Chevy Chase residents in opposition of the Purple
Line. He also reported reaching out to County Councilwoman Glaros on reconsidering or relocating
the Purple Line station at Adelphi and Campus Drive; sending an email to former Gov. Parris
Glendening on smart growth and parkland acquisition; and reached out to the Adelphi Hills
community.

M-NCPPC Zoning Rewrite: Mr. Robinson reported that Tom Dernoga, who wrote the CSTCA’s
position on the rezoning of Cool Spring Forest, has agreed to serve as a representative for the
CSTCA on the Citizen Focus Groups. The approintment has been approved by Derek Berlage, chair
of the Zoning Rewrite Committee. Mr. Robinson is also trying to get Mr. Dernoga appointed to the
Technical Advisory Committee.

Cool Spring Forest Property Acquisition: Mr. Robinson reported that he was in contact with Mr.
Palfry at M-NCPPC about the letter sent in early March to the owners of the Cool Spring Forest
property, the Libby family trust. The original letter was returned to M-NCPPC, an updated address
received from the proposed developer Mr. Funger, and a new letter sent in late April.
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V. Discussion with Councilwoman Deni Taveras

Councilwoman Deni Taveras arrived after participating in clean-up day activities associated with Earth
Day. She reported on a proposed property tax increase of 15 cents per $100 of assessed value to
support Prince George’s public schools. The tax increase is expected to raise $133 million to support
the school system. Another $12 million is expected from a 50 percent increase in the
telecommunications tax.

Ms. Taveras reported that the school system would use $20 million to support retention of school
leadership and increase salaries to be competitive with other jurisdictions. She reported that the first
step is to conduct a performance audit of the schools. The goal is to increase the standing of the
Prince George’s public schools from second-to-last in the state to being among the top ten. The
schools have already seen a 2.5 percent increase in graduation rates.

Among the issues to be considered with the tax increase are to develop strategies to exempt some
low/fixed income and elderly property owners. Other challenges facing the county are the low rate of
commercial development compared to neighboring jurisdictions; overcrowded schools in District 2
needing 3-4 new elementary schools and 2 new middle schools; teacher retention and recruitment,
specifically of bilingual teachers; starting over with a new approach to human resource development;
a rate of 65 percent of children receiving free or reduced lunches; and teaching parents to teach
children. The county will also be conducting a study on wasteful spending in public safety.

Ms. Taveras reported that County Executive Rushern Baker will hold a public meeting on the
proposed tax increase on Tuesday, April 28, 7 p.m., at Nicolas Orem Middle School, Hyattsville.

Ms. Taveras will hold a Town Hall on June 11, at Northwestern High School.

VI. New Business / Comments for the Good of the Association

A member on Osage Terrace reported on parking issues on that street associated with occasional
dance events. She also reported an attempted break in during December.

VII. Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 1:15 p.m. The next CSTCA meeting is scheduled for Saturday, June 27.
Mr. Hull will not be in attendance.
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