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The Case for Acquiring Cool Spring Forest for Undeveloped Park 

Land 
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Description and Location 
 

 Cool Spring Forest is located at the corner of Adelphi Road and Cool Spring 

Road. Cool Spring Forest is the name given to the area by the community during their 

most recent campaign to stop high density development at the site. Figure 1 shows the 

area of the forest outlined in yellow. It is characterized by well developed second growth 

forest (Figure 2), with steep slopes (Figure 4) and erodible soils. 
 

 

Figure 1 Cool Spring Forest outlined in yellow, forest cover is green, open grassland 

is light green, buildings are red, paved surfaces are gray. 

 The University of Maryland Golf Course is east, across Adelphi Road from the 

forest and it drains into an intermittent stream under Adelphi Road. This stream bisects 

the property as a meandering stream (cover photo), 

spreading into an alluvial fan on the upstream side of 

Cool Spring Road. It then runs along the road before 

passing through a culvert under Cool Spring Road, 

where it enters the Northwest Branch Stream Valley Park 

before entering the Northwest Branch. 

 Importance 

 There is little undergrowth in the forest interior 

(Figure 2).  After leaving the culvert run out (Figure 3), 

the stream meanders along its course as a natural stream 

with little erosion. Because it is adjacent to MNCPPC 

park land (Figure 4), it would make a logical addition to 

Figure 2 Upland Forest            the Northwest Branch Stream Valley Park, providing 
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upland refuge habitat for wildlife in the park. The forest provides a great amenity to the 

Cool Spring Terrace and surrounding communities, buffering them from the heavy traffic 

on Adelphi Road, with it attendant noise and air pollution.  

 Undeveloped forest land 

containing a meandering stream is 

rare in the developed tier of the 

County. This patch of forest and 

wetlands provides important 

services to the surrounding 

communities. It helps clean the air 

and water. It provides a buffer for 

the communities from the heavy 

traffic on Adelphi Road. It 

provides upland forest habitat 

adjacent to the Northwest Branch 

Stream Valley Park.  

 The EPA has already 

Figure 3 Culvert run out from Adelphi Road            classified the Northwest Branch as  

 

an impaired watershed and the County is looking at investing considerable money in 

trying to restore the health of the stream. In this situation, acquiring the property 

containing Cool Spring Forest as undeveloped park land would avert the costs of fixing 

the damage from runoff that development here would cause. 

Development Attempts 

 Over the last 40 years, the owners (the extended Libby family) have tried to put 

high density development on the property. Originally they wanted to put a large 

apartment on the site, but the University of Maryland and the local community opposed 

that and it was defeated. Following that, a member of the Libby family got himself 

appointed to the Maryland Board of Reagents. With that position of influence, the next 

time the Libby family proposed the development, the University supported them. The 

community was still opposed to the development and when the conflict of interest was 

pointed out in the press, the proposal was again dropped. 

 In 2000, Libby had a developer offer the buy the property if he could get a special 

exception to the existing Rural Residential zoning to build a large "senior" housing 

apartment building (Figure 5) to be marketed to University of Maryland alumni. Once 

again the community opposed the development, hired a lawyer and consultants and 

successfully fought the development, winning a seven to one vote on an appeal to the 

District Council. The community helped defend the Council's decision all the way 

through the Maryland Court of Appeals. 

 The community believes that the best interests of the County, the surrounding 

communities and the environment would be best served by having this property acquired 

as undeveloped park land. This would not only be a great amenity of the surrounding 
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community, it would also protect the Northwest Branch from the damage that would be 

caused by the high density development the owners' hope to build on the site. 

 

Figure 4 Contours of Cool Spring Forest (Cool Spring Forest red boundary, MNCPPC Parks green 

boundary)  

 

Figure 5 Proposed 2000 development (building dark purple, paved surfaces light purple) 
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Figure 6 Current owner of Cool Spring Forest 16.16 acres. 

 

 

Figure 7 Current owner of northern part 1.14 acres 

 

 


