
Minutes from August 2014 Meeting 
Cool Spring Terrace Civic Association Meeting, August 23, 2014 
Meeting started at 11:13 a.m. 

Officers present: 
§ Ted Hull, President 
§ Andrea Kenner, Secretary 
§ Chris Pickwick, Treasurer 

Number of attendees: Approximately 20 
Minutes from June 2014 meeting: The minutes were reviewed and approved. 
Treasurer’s report: Our account is in balance. Contact Treasurer Chris Pickwick if 
you would like to inspect our latest statement reconciliation or to obtain the current 
balance in our account. 
COPS Update: Police have noted an increase in the number of home robberies due 
to the influx of new college students who aren’t always diligent about shutting their 
windows and locking their doors. Several members said they have observed 
unidentified people knocking on doors around the neighborhood and saying they 
are from Pepco. Pepco has been notified about this; Pepco’s response is that 
residents should verify that a visitor has proper ID before opening the door. Mr. 
Pickwick stressed that neighbors should always call 911 first to report suspicious 
activity, before sending emails to alert neighbors about the situation. 
Audit Committee Update The Audit Committee presented its report and made four 
recommendations: 

§ Enact measures to ensure that major expenditures are approved by 
members: This recommendation was discussed in detail in response to the 
Constitution Revision committee’s report (see below). Meeting attendees informally 
agreed that the executive board will obtain membership approval of any expenditures 
over $100, although some discussion is still required to work out the implementation 
details. 

§ Cost of printing and copying: Because printing is our biggest expense, the Audit 
Committee recommended purchasing a printer to eliminate the reliance on costly third-
party printing services. Member Diana Montero offered to donate a used printer for 
this purpose. After much discussion, a decision on this recommendation was tabled 
until the next general meeting. 



§ Receipt booklet: The committee proposed the purchase of a receipt booklet to track 
members’ dues payments. Membership voted, and the proposal passed. 

§ Liability committee: The Audit committee proposed forming a separate Liability 
Committee that will develop a proposal for addressing any possible liability issues that 
may arise from actions of the association and its executive board. Membership 
generally agreed that this was a good idea. 

Constitution Review Committee: The Constitution Review Committee presented an 
overview of their ideas for updating the CSTCA constitution and handed out copies 
of the revised constitution. Several members said they felt further study is needed. 
The committee will publish a redlined version of the proposed changes on the 
website. A vote to ratify the proposed changes was tabled to allow members to 
review the proposed changes in detail. 
Commendation: Past president Carol Hurwitch moved that the Audit Committee be 
commended for the work they did to review the association’s books in detail. The 
motion was seconded and approved by the general membership. 
Expenditure approval: Board president Ted Hull requested pre-approval of an 
expenditure of up to $200 for food and supplies for the upcoming member potluck. 
The motion was seconded and approved by the general membership. 
Meeting adjourned at approximately 1:00 p.m. 

Next Meeting: October 25, 2014, at the Christian Science Society, Hyattsville 
October Meeting: In response to a request from Mr. Joel Ryerson, the CSTCA will 
contact Mr. Michael Madden, Maryland Transit Administration, to discuss the 
proposed Purple Line. 

 

Past president Carol Hurwitch asked to have the text of Ted Hull’s July 2 email to 
members about the decision to cancel the 2014 CSTCA Block Party. The text of 
that email appears below. 

 

In the CSTCA General Membership Meeting of June 28, 2014, members raised 
concerns about the transparency of decision making by the CSTCA Board. 



Specifically, concerns were raised about the decision to cancel the 2014 CSTCA 
Block Party announced at that meeting. 

As CSTCA President, I take full responsibility for not reporting earlier on the 
background regarding that decision, or keeping the membership up to date. 

The following provides some background regarding the decision: 

§ For the 2013 Block Party, the CSTCA expended $1410.74 for liability insurance, food, 
and rentals. This left a balance in the CSTCA treasury of less than $300. Although the 
event sparked some interest in the community, the CSTCA gained few new members 
from the event. We estimated attendance at 55 for the 2013 event, or $25 per attendee. 
. 

§ The decision regarding the purchase of liability insurance for the 2013 Block Party 
was made after plans were made for the Block Party. There was no opportunity to 
discuss or seek community input, so the decision was made to go ahead and have the 
event. Individual Board members assumed some of the cost for insurance, but the cost 
for the event overall and planned events, such as the soccer clinic ($310), was assumed 
by the CSTCA. It was a carefully considered expenditure to protect the CSTCA, its 
volunteers, and its membership from possible lawsuits. 

§ For planning the 2014 Block Party, the Board began in February to review 
expenditures for the 2013 Block Party, specifically the liability insurance, and 
questioned its necessity. After consulting with the Maryland Insurance Administration 
and former Councilman Tom Dernoga, the Board concluded that liability insurance 
was a necessary expenditure. The cost for the 2013 event for the basic insurance 
coverage for a 3 hour event was $856. We were also advised that Prince George’s 
County has tightened up the food health rules and that a food service license may be 
required, with inspectors potentially at the event. 

§ With regards to the liability insurance issue, Mr. Dernoga advised: “If you don’t want 
to spend money on expensive event insurance, monitor the activity closely and try to 
keep people (children, mostly) from getting out of control; get waivers signed in 
advance; make sure that the association is properly incorporated and up to date. I 
would also encourage people to consider looking at what their insurance covers and 
whether it makes sense to get an umbrella policy.“ 



After much email exchange among the Board, discussion, and consideration of 
alternatives, the CSTCA Board met on June 7 to finalize the decision regarding the 
2014 Block Party. All were in agreement that the Block Party is a terrific event; we 
all enjoy seeing the children engaged with the face painting, soccer clinic, 
discussing our issues with our elected representatives, and the annual visit from the 
Bomberos! We love the ability to gather in a centralized place and enjoy our 
beautiful neighborhood and the great food and fellowship enjoyed by all. There is 
nothing that can replace that! 

However, what outweighed all that was the state of our treasury. With a balance at 
the time of $500, we saw no immediate way to raise the necessary funds to cover 
the liability insurance, and expenditures for food and rentals. Since our event is 
open, we could see no practical way to sufficiently monitor activity and seek 
necessary waivers (especially from unaccompanied children) to protect the CSTCA 
and its membership. We also considered that we had not heard from CSTCA 
members volunteering to organize a Block Party for 2014 at the February or April 
meetings or by any communication to the Board from members. 

After much discussion and consideration of alternatives, the Board chose to 
consider having a members-only event for 2014 at a private residence. This choice 
provided the CSTCA and its membership with the assurance that the attendance at 
the event would be controlled, limiting liability concerns and expenditures. Although 
not specifically mentioning cancellation of the Block Party, the flyer distributed to 
block captains on June 14 indicated that the CSTCA would be holding a Member 
Pot Luck. A member has agreed to host this event on Sat. September 6, 2014, and 
we are grateful to them for having offered their home for this event. 

Although I know some will be disappointed in this decision, I want to assure the 
membership that the decision regarding the cancellation of the 2014 Block Party 
was not done in haste or without the best interests of the community in mind. 

Ted Hull 
President, CSTCA 
on behalf of the Board 


