
Minutes from June 2014 Meeting 
Cool Spring Terrace Civic Association Meeting, June 28, 2014 
[Note: These minutes were reviewed and approved at the General Membership Meeting on 
Saturday, August 23, 2014] 
Meeting started at 11:13 a.m. 

Officers present: 
§ Ted Hull, President 
§ Glenn Kirkland, Vice President 
§ Chris Pickwick, Treasurer 

Number of attendees: Approximately 40, including guest speakers and 
representatives from Redeemer Baptist Church. 

Treasurer’s report: Our account is in balance. Contact Treasurer Chris Pickwick if 
you would like to inspect our latest statement reconciliation. Mr. Pickwick also 
brought to the membership’s attention information from M-NCPPC. 

COPS Update: Cpl Bettinger provided the community with an update on public 
safety issues. He indicated that Cpl Rickert remains the CSTCA’s Community 
Oriented Police (COPS) officer, but is on leave this Saturday. He reported that the 
investigation into a recent homicide near Adelphi Mill on the Northwest Branch trail 
appears gang (MS-13) related and that three youths aged 13-15 years old were 
arrested. He encouraged the community to report suspicious activity and to follow 
PGPOLICE.BLOGSPOT.COM. He reminder the community that thefts from vehicles 
is the #1 preventable crime in Prince George’s County and citizens should take 
steps to remove valuables from their vehicles to reduce possible crimes from 
occurring. He also responded to questions about increased patrols on University 
Boulevard and discussed the “Move Over” law. 

DSP 13044 Redeemer Baptist Church: Mr. Birame Kandji from NOA Consulting 
Group, LLC, introduced Rev. Darryl Wasson, pastor of Redeemer Baptist Church. 
Rev. Wasson introduced members of his congregation in attendance and indicated 
the church had been in residence at 2409 Cool Spring Rd. since April 2012. He also 
indicated the church is committed to working with the community and has a 
number of congregants who are areas residents. His congregation also owns a 120 
person plot at George Washington Cemetery. 



Mr. Kandji described the rezoning proposal. He indicated the property reverted to 
RR-55 zoning at a previous sale of the property and, since the property is between 
1 and 2 acres, the county recommended that the congregation apply for a rezoning 
to Church of Place of Worship. He described the congregation as consisting of 40-
60 members. The following items regarding the rezoning action were noted: 

§ The congregation size dictates a minimum of 15 parking spaces; it currently 
has 25 spaces, so no additional parking will be needed to meet zoning 
requirements 

§ The church currently has services on Wednesday evening and on Sundays. 
No additional services are anticipated. 

§ In accordance with the rezoning application rules, the applicants are 
conducting a Tree Conservation plan and Natural Resource Inventory, Traffic 
Study, and Storm Water Management plan. This demonstration is to receive 
county approval on the rezoning application. 

§ The church has no plans to alter the current structures or build new facilities. 

§ The church plans to add additional screening along a 25 foot buffer to 
improve privacy between the church and neighboring residents on Cool 
Spring Lane. 

§ Mr. Kandji confirmed that the church has a current Use & Occupancy Permit. 

CSTCA members asked a number of questions concerning community activities by 
the church. A Cool Spring Terrace resident, who is also a member of the church, 
discussed the church’s outreach with the homeless, in nursing homes, and 
providing opportunities for youth. 

Two CSTCA members expressed support for the church and view it as a positive 
addition to the community. 

Other members had questions about the RR-55 zoning and concerns that future 
property owners might want to change or expand the existing structures under a 
Church of Place of Worship zoning. Mr. Kandji believed that the current application 
could include a stipulation that if the property changed hands, it could revert to RR-
55. He indicated that the church is committed to working with the community to 
address any residual lighting or buffer issues with neighboring residents. Mr. Kandji 



shared a copy of the current site plan with the membership. He encouraged any 
resident who had additional questions to contact him at 240-361-7895. 

New Business: Nancy Santiago raised the following issues regarding the current 
CSTCA administration and a path for moving forward. She proposed the following 
measures: 

Transparency: 

§ Asked that the current board include the members in decisions which affect 
the community. 

§ That an Audit Committee be established to review CSTCA income and 
expenditures and according to current By Laws.  The committee was 
established with Nancy Santiago (chair), and Johnette Anderson and Hermitt 
Mosley as members. Treasurer Chris Pickwick will provide all the necessary 
documents needed to perform the audit. The committee will report its findings 
at the August CSTCA meeting. 

§ That members not be allowed to use email distribution list for personal use 
outside of association purposes. 

Membership: 

§ More active Member recruitment efforts to increase the association 
funds.  That the CSTCA launch a targeted recruitment effort to increase 
membership and update the membership list. Member recruitment efforts to 
have more board members to serve on future board and association fee 
increased.  This issue was tabled until the August 2014 meeting. 

  

§ Block Party: Concern was raised about the decision by the Board to not 
support a Block Party in 2014. Mr. Hull explained that legitimate and 
confirmed concerns about liability raised during the planning to the 2013 
Block Party caused the Board to suspend a block party for 2014 due to 
cost.   Mr. Hull announced that a member’s only event would be held after 
Labor Day. Members will be encouraged to invite neighbors to improve 
CSTCA membership. 

Marguerite Mosley requested that the CSTCA also review its existing Constitution 
and By Laws. Mr. Hull affirmed this request. A Committee to Revise CSTCA 



Constitution and By Laws was established with Ms. Mosley (chair), Ted Hull, and 
Jorge Martinez. The committee will report its findings at the August CSTCA 
meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at approximately 1:15 p.m. 

Next Meeting: August 23, 2014, at the Christian Science Society, Hyattsville 

October Meeting: In response to a request from Mr. Joel Ryerson, the CSTCA will 
contact Mr. Michael Madden, Maryland Transit Administration, to discuss the 
proposed Purple Line. 

 
 


