
General Meeting of the Cool Spring Terrace Civic Assn, Sat. October 

18, 2003, National Archives at College Park, Lecture Room A. 

  

Mr. Cliff Ukachu called the meeting to order at 1:15 p.m. 

  

Officers Present: Mr. Cliff Ukachu, President; Ms. Marguerite 

Mickens-Mosley, Vice President; Mr. Ted Hull, treasurer (acting 

secretary); Antonio Bruce, Secretary.  Six additional attendees were 

present and one guest, Mr. Ken Laureys, Deputy Director, Office of 

Community Relations, Prince George’s County.  An agenda was 

distributed to the attendees. 

 

Mr. Ukachu began the meeting with a prayer and introductions by 

attendees.  

 

1.  Update on the Save the Cool Spring Forest Campaign: Ms. Carol 

Hurwitch reviewed the third day of testimony on the special exception 

zoning hearing for the Cool Spring Forest tract.  The final day of 

testimony was September 29, 2003.  We are currently waiting for the 

hearing examiner, Ms. Nichols, to give her decision.  It is likely 

the decision will be appealed to the District Council.  Ms. Hurwitch 

re-iterated that the long-term plan for the property advocated by the 

testimony is to keep it as parkland or a forest and woodland 

preserve.  Ms. Hurwitch announced that the hearing made clear the 

ownership of the property.  It remains in the hands of the Boswell 

family and purchase by Orchard Development is contingent on the 

outcome of the zoning hearing.  Ms. Hurwitch also discussed that the 

Sierra Club asked that fundraising be tied to a community event (such 

as the monthly meeting).  She has developed an additional flyer and 

will distribute it with the remaining fundraising letters. 

 

2. International Corridor Cleanup Day and Livable Communities 

Initiative:  Mr. Laureys announced that today was the kickoff for the 

Gorgeous Prince George’s Liveable Communities Initiative.  He also 

brought flyers and asked for the Associations assistance in a cleanup 

day along the International Corridor (University Boulevard from Lane 

Manor Park to Piney Branch Road) on Sat. October 25.  The Association 

agreed to assist in this effort.  Mr. Laureys provided 300 copies of 

the cleanup day flyers for distribution in the community.  [Six CSTCA 

members were present to assist with the cleanup from West Park Drive 

to the powerlines; Mr. Laureys also arranged for a trash truck to 

follow Mr. Hull to Cool Spring Road to remove a large pile of 

furniture that had been dumped along the road the previous evening]. 

 

Mr. Laureys also announced that the County is planning to install 

trash and recycling containers along the International Corridor to 

promote clean neighborhoods.  He also indicated that the Liveable 

Communities Initiative will include reviewing and enforcing community 

and property standards in neighborhoods and enforcing violations of 



such standards.  This will involve “sweeps” through neighborhoods 

looking for violations as well as targeted enforcement areas.  Mr. 

Laureys also addressed questions from attendees on day laborer 

centers in the area and problems at the Tic Tock.  Mr. Laureys agreed 

to provide Mrs. Mosley with 300 copies of the community standards 

booklets for distribution in the Cool Spring Terrace community. This 

discussion prompted a member of the CSTCA to introduce the following 

motion: 

 

Motion: That Mr. Hull will contact Councilman Shapiro’s office and/or 

the Department of Environmental Resources concerning enforcement of 

the zoning decision on Takoma Tree and Landscaping on Cool Spring 

Road.   

 

3. Community Oriented Policing: Mr. Hull announced that he attended a 

meeting at District I of the Prince George’s County Community 

Oriented Policing (COPs) unit on Thu. October 16, 2003.  At that 

meeting were representative from a number of neighboring community 

associations to hear about the status of the COPs program in District 

I and to air concerns to the COPs officers.  The meeting focused on 

three topics: introductions of the new COPs officers, gangs and 

graffiti, and community concerns. At the meeting the COPs officers 

announced that the County is down 120 officers and total manpower 

stands at 1,272 officers.  Because of this manpower shortage COPs 

officers cannot attend all Association meetings and these group 

meetings will be held from now on to discuss community issues.  There 

are four COPS officers for the whole of District I (one supervisor 

and three staff officers).  Two are assigned to the College Park 

area; PFC Shawn Cooke ((301) 699-2610) and Thomas Boone ((301) 699-

2612).  The COPs officers reminded attendees that individuals with 

immediate emergencies should call 911; non-emergency situations 

individuals should call (301) 333-4000; for all other situations 

(nuisance abatements, non-emergencies) individuals should contact the 

local COPs officers.  Officers encouraged individuals to record 

instances of gang activity and graffiti to the police and asked that 

individual submit photographs of graffiti for officers review. 

 

Mr. Hull reported to the Association that the COPs officers requested 

for the next meeting (Thu. November 13, 2003) that community 

association representatives bring three top problems of their 

communities to the tables.  Mr. Hull listed three for the 

Association: 1) graffiti along the Northwest Branch trail and on the 

powerline poles; 2) stolen abandoned cars; and 3) lack of staffing at 

the COPs trailer at Metzerott Plaza.  Mr. Hull reported that at the 

meeting officers responded to concern 3) that because of a lack of 

manpower, the County has no intention of staffing the trailer at 

Metzerott Plaza. Mr. Hull also read a letter he drafted to Mr. Sim, 

President of PEPCO, to paint over graffiti on powerline pole #109 

along Cool Spring Road (with ccs to County Executive Jack Johnson and 



Maj Magaw of District I).  In response to this report the Association 

adopted the following motions: 

 

Motion: Mr. Hull will write letters to neighboring community 

associations and invite them to the November meeting of the CSTCA.  

[On October 28-29, Mr. Hull wrote letters to the Chatham, Buck Lodge, 

Lewisdale and West College Park citizens groups; as well as County 

Councilman Shapiro and Delegate Ramirez inviting them to the CSTCA 

November meeting.] 

 

Motion: Mr. Ukachu signed the letter to Mr. Sim concerning graffiti 

on pole #109. [The letter was mailed on Sat. October 18 and the 

graffiti painted over the week of November 3.] 

 

Motion: Mr. Hull will write a letter to MNCPPC praising them for 

continued vigilance in cleaning graffiti along the Northwest Branch 

Trail. 

 

Pinhole Leaks: Dr. Bruce warned attendees of problems in his home and 

neighboring homes with pinhole leaks in copper pipes.  Other 

attendees reported similar problems in their homes.  Dr. Bruce 

reported his solution to the problem and expressed a willingness to 

consult with other members should that have a similar problem in 

their home.  Dr. Bruce stated that people should not touch the leaks 

and that he had used sandpaper to clean the pipe and then applied 

vinegar to the effected area to neutralize and then wipe with a clean 

towel.  This seems to stop pipes from leaking. 

 

The October meeting of the CSTCA adjourned at 3:00.  The next 

scheduled meeting of the CSTCA is Sat. November 15, 2003, 1:00 p.m. 

in Lecture Room A, National Archives at College Park, 8601 Adelphi 

Road. 

 

 

THEODORE J. HULL 

Treasurer  

Cool Spring Terrace Civic Association 


