
General Meeting of the Cool Spring Terrace Civic Assn, Sat. November 

15, 2003, National Archives at College Park, Lecture Room A. 

  

Mr. Cliff Ukachu called the meeting to order at 1:15 p.m. 

  

Officers Present: Mr. Cliff Ukachu, President; Ms. Marguerite 

Mickens-Mosley, Vice President; Mr. Ted Hull, treasurer (acting 

secretary); Antonio Bruce, Secretary.  Thirty-five additional 

attendees were present and guests, Delegate Victor Ramirez (47
th
 

District); County Councilman Peter Shapiro and Ms. Sylvia Brown of 

his office; Mr. Ken Morgan, President), and Ms. Jennie Libbee of the 

Buck Lodge Citizens Association; and Ms. Laverne Williams (President) 

of the Lewisdale Citizens Association.  An agenda was distributed to 

the attendees. 

 

Mr. Ukachu began the meeting with a prayer and introductions of 

attendees. Mr. Ukachu and Mrs. Mosley briefed the guests on areas of 

concern for the CSTCA including crime, lack of zoning and code 

enforcement, development (including that of Cool Spring Forest), and 

day laborers. 

 

1.  Open Forum – County Councilman Peter Shapiro:  Mr. Shapiro began 

the open discussion of common community concerns by stating that “the 

news in Prince George’s County is very good.”  He cited a number of 

county-wide statistics and developments including that incidents of 

violent crime have decreased; that quality retail is moving into the 

county with the opening of Bowie Town Center and the Capital Center 

developments; and that housing and property values are on the rise.  

Mr. Shapiro also discussed the County Executive’s Livable Communities 

Initiative (LCI) and how it’s up to individual communities, such as 

Cool Spring, to define our own “sense of place” and identify specific 

problems.  The LCI will provide for the resources to enforce 

community standards and to create better, safer communities.   

 

Mr. Shapiro then focused on some specific neighborhood issues.  He 

discussed how changing demographics in the Langley Park-Adelphi area 

are leading to overcrowding.  He stated that code enforcement for 

issues such as overcrowding and for the continued operation of Takoma 

Tree and Landscaping are complaint driven.  He encouraged the CSTCA 

and/or individual members to contact Ms. Brown of his office with 

specific complaints ((301) 952-4436).  Mr. Shapiro was asked a number 

of questions about his standing on the special exception for the Cool 

Spring Forest property.  He stated that since he will be sitting as a 

judge should the issue come before the District Council that he could 

not comment on that specific issue.  However, he did state that he 

was a supporter of environmental causes.  When asked by a member 

about the status of the Northwest Branch and Anacostia Stream 

Restoration projects and how he saw this development having a 

negative impact on those efforts, he indicated that Prince George’s 



County leads the nation in low impact development and steam 

restoration efforts. 

 

Other issues addressed by Mr. Shapiro included policing and how to 

increase the number of officers at District 1 to be proportional to 

the population of the District.  Mr. Shapiro mentioned that a meeting 

concerning gangs and policing was in session at the same time as the 

CSTCA meeting and that Mr. Ramirez may better address the crime and 

gang issues.  He also was asked about the possibility of the 

construction of the connector road between I-95/I-495 and the UMD 

campus.  Mr. Shapiro doubts very little that the connector will or 

ever could be built.  He was also asked about the problem of day 

laborers and undocumented workers.  Mr. Shapiro supports the 

identification and establishment of a new site for day laborers to 

gain employment. 

 

2.  Open Forum – State Delegate Victor Ramirez:  Mr. Ramirez arrived 

from the “Gang Summit” and announced that he is planning to introduce 

legislation to combat gang activities.  That legislation will make it 

a crime to participate in gang activities or to recruit new gang 

members.  Associated with this will be the identification of “hot 

spots” for gang activities and to provide grants for community 

activities to combat gangs. 

 

Mr. Ramirez also talked about legislation on gaming and to close 

corporate loopholes.  He is also working on legislation to place a 

moratorium on new liquor licenses and to increase fines to $50,000 

for alcohol sales violations.  He is also planning to introduce 

legislation to ban single sales of beer.  Mr. Ramirez also discussed 

new restrictions on nightclubs with nudity.  He invited members to 

attend hearings on this topic, November 18 and December 2.  He was 

told of all the problems with the Tic Tock and of concerns about the 

Golden Bull.  Finally, Mr. Ramirez informed the CSTCA that 

improvements are scheduled for New Hampshire Avenue and Riggs Rd. 

 

3. Update on the Save the Cool Spring Forest Campaign: Ms. Carol 

Hurwitch announced that we are currently waiting for the hearing 

examiner, Ms. Nichols, to give her decision.  Ms 

. Hurwitch addressed a number of questions about the need for further 

donations and of how to enforce the 20 year covenant on use of the 

facility for elderly housing.  Ms. Hurwitch re-iterated that the 

long-term plan for the property advocated by the testimony is to keep 

it as parkland or a forest and woodland preserve.  Mr. Hurwitch 

brought a fellow Sierra Club member, Ms. Maureen Fine, who briefed 

the CSTCA on her Bowie neighborhood’s successful efforts to have 100 

acres protected from development by providing the developer with an 

alternate site. 

 



4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting – Mr. Hull distributed copies of 

various handouts received at the November 13 COPS Meeting.  He also 

provided Mr. Ukachu with letters for his signature in reference to 

previous motions including a thank you to Mr. Sim for cleaning up 

high tension pole #109 and a letter to MNCPPC praising them for 

continued vigilance in cleaning graffiti along the Northwest Branch 

Trail.  Following the meeting, Mr. Hull sent letters of thanks to all 

special guests and enclosed copies of photographs of gang marking 

along the Northwest Branch trail to Mr. Ramirez.  Copies of these 

same photographs had been provided to the Prince George’s County 

Police at the November 13
 
COPS meeting and to Mr. Shapiro.  

 

The November meeting of the CSTCA adjourned at 3:10.  The next 

scheduled meeting of the CSTCA is Sat. December 20, 2003, 1:00 p.m. 

in Lecture Room A, National Archives at College Park, 8601 Adelphi 

Road. 

 

 

THEODORE J. HULL 

Treasurer  

Cool Spring Terrace Civic Association 


