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Officers present, Marguerite Mickens-Mosley, President; Ted Hull, Vice President; Carol Hurwitch, Secretary. 

About 20 additional members were present. 

 

Mrs. Mickens-Mosley opened the meeting at 1:20 pm with a prayer then led the meeting through the agenda. 

Old business was reviewed and then new business was discussed. Expected guest County Councilman Will 

Campos and staff aide Greg Hall arrived at about 2:00 pm.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Elections: Since there were some new faces in the room and new officers, all present introduced themselves.   

Ted Hull advised that the local Gazette had been notified of the change in officers. (Note: Continuity is being 

provided by Marguerite Mickens-Mosley, former Vice President and Ted Hull, former Secretary/Treasurer.) 

  

Northern Prince George’s Association: The letter from former CSTCA President Cliff Ukachu to Mrs. 

Laverne Williams, President of the Lewisdale Citizens Association was noted again. It notified her of our 

termination of membership in the Northern Prince George’s Association.  This action was voted on in a 

previous meeting by members and the several reasons for termination were noted in the letter. 

 

Neighbor Evan Duquette: Patricia Shannon, President & CEO of the Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater 

Washington sent us a letter thanking the CSTCA membership for their memorial gift of $100 on Mr. Duquette’s 

behalf. 

 

Leaf Pick-up: In the future, we were reminded that paper bags will be needed for leaf pick-up starting in June, 

instead of plastic bags. These can be purchased at Safeway or Home Depot. 

 

Cool Spring Forest Campaign: Marguerite Mickens-Mosley noted that the fundraising has gone well, 

however there are ongoing expenses and requested donations be made to offset legal fees. Carol Hurwitch 

updated members on the status of the Orchard Development’s appeal of the ruling in our favor by the District 

Council last September.  The developer had filed their memo of appeal. Our lawyer Macy Nelson was working 

on our response due March 7th. The District Council will also make their response. No date for oral arguments 

by legal counsel have been set yet (since then it has been set to September 16th). Letters are still needed to 

Elizabeth Hewlett, Chairman of the MNCPPC, Prince George’s Planning Board, to request acquisition of this 

property by the County. Forms letters to Ms. Hewlett and copies of the “Petitioners Memorandum of Law” from 

the developer were made available. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

U.S. Aquatic Property:  CSTCA sent a letter to Elizabeth Hewlett, Chairman of the MNCPPC, Prince 

George’s Planning Board on the U.S. Aquatic property on Cool Spring Road with a “For Sale/Lease” sign 

asking them to honor an earlier petition and have the property revert to rural-residential zoning.  The letter was 

acknowledged and forwarded to the Planning Director for review and consideration. 

 

County School Board:  Marguerite Mickens-Mosley asked members to write to the County School Board and 

get more involved with the local schools. She had recently toured some nearby schools and noticed a lack of 

books, leaking roofs, and even bathroom stalls with no doors. An active and persistent voice can help focus and 

address the problems of our children’s schools. 

 

Problem Properties: Ted Hull noted that certain properties continue to be an issue and he has been working to 

help members resolve the issues by making phone calls, sending letters from CSTCA and putting people in 

touch with appropriate contacts in the county. Of particular concern is the 2211 Cool Spring Road property,  
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which has been a problem since it changed hands last year. Numerous complaints about this property were 

registered with the CSTCA about the number of vehicles parked on the property and in the street (especially 

commercial vehicles), the number of persons residing in the home, individuals who party late into the night and 

litter the yard and street with beer cans/bottles, and the general unsanitary and unsightly degradation of the 

property in the last year. These problems were a major factor that caused the former neighbors to sell and the 

buyers are now concerned about the ongoing problems. 

 

This example sparked a discussion from members about other property concerns: who to call to have a bulky 

trash pick-up if the owner did not take care of it; how best to handle loud neighbors drumming into the late 

hours; and unsightly yards and carports.  Some members thought it useful to let newcomers know about 

community standards, trash days, and provide telephone numbers for bulky trash pick-up.  New homeowners 

and students may not know about the standards, local laws, and helpful telephone numbers. 

 

MOTION: by Marguerite Mickens-Mosley, that the CSTCA establish a Welcoming Committee to provide this 

information in a friendly way. This was seconded by Jon Robinson, discussed, and passed unanimously. A 

request was made for volunteers. Pauline Allen offered to provide her package for new neighbors provided 

when they move into her cul-de-sac. Other volunteers for this committee include Antonio Bruce, Jon Robinson, 

Nancy Santiago, George Martinez, and Carolyn Jagers.  

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Marguerite Mickens-Mosley, (or Ted Hull?) noted that $110 has been deposited in new 

membership dues since the last meeting.  The newly adopted Constitution sets forth annual reasonable 

membership fees of $10 per household due each January. These funds help defray the costs of newsletters, 

CSTCA sponsored events, and to build a “warchest” should our community need to wage another battle to 

protect our neighborhood. Official members have full voting rights in CSTCA decisions and are afforded full 

rights and privileges. Checks can be made payable to “CSTCA” and dropped off or sent to Glenn Kirkland, 

CSTCA Treasurer at 2700 Rambler Court. 

 

County Council Representatives:  Special guests County Councilmember Will Campos and his community 

services aide, Greg Hall, joined the meeting to discuss issues of concern to CSTCA. He also noted the key 

committees and issues he is working on at the County Council.  Contact information was provided and it was 

noted that Greg Hall “makes house calls.”  Both can be reached at 301-952-4436; Greg Hall’s email is 

gahall@co.pg.md.us; Sylvia Brown also continues in the community service office.  

Mr. Campos is working on two committees: as co-chair Transportation/Housing and on Public Safety. 

 

Crime:  

 Miriam Fuchsberg noted the article in the Washington Post on the high levels and growth of crime in 

Prince George’s county.  Jon Robinson noted significant support is still needed for CB-89-2004, which 

does not allow additional development in areas with inadequate response times to fire, police and 

ambulance services. Mr. Campos noted that crime is a big problem and there just isn’t any way to ‘spin’ 

the news about crime in the county. He noted the need for more and better recruitment of officers and 

work with the County Executive and sister districts in D.C. to solve the problem is proceeding. The 150 

officers County Executive Jack Johnson has talked about adding will not be sufficient. Mr. Campos said 

budget dollars are not the problem, but administrative issues are in the varying criteria between Human 

Resources and Police departments for recruitment which causes excessive processing time.  

 

 Mr. Campos provided a brochure on Community Emergency Response Teams (CERTS) from the 

county Volunteer Center on Emergency Preparedness (301-699-2800/2803).  

 

 

 

mailto:gahall@co.pg.md.us;
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Zoning, Code Enforcement, Development, and other Qality of Life Issues:  

 

Mr. Campos raised or addressed the following issues of community concern: 

 

 Takoma Tree and Landscape – at 2311 Cool Spring Rd. It appears enforcement of the last ruling against a 

special zoning exception is not required because a new one has been filed to become a nursery. The County 

is doing a noise study; he presented information from Park and Planning, which may have included 

information our community members provided.  The use of heavy equipment will still be an issue even if 

the business “becomes” a nursery by selling small trees. 

 Cool Spring Forest campaign – 193 unit apartment building at Adelphi and Cool Spring Rd. He noted that 

we “won that” special exception decision. Mr. Campos was reminded that the developer has appealed to the 

District Court; the battle is not over, and county acquisition as parkland is the goal. 

 Riggs and Adelphi request for convenience store and gas station. This request has been filed so no expartite 

talks are possible. It is in Councilman Dernoga’s district. Staff contact there is Judy Hatcher. 

 High school needs – After closing of schools over the years the county once again needs school space. Two 

High Schools are proposed and development of nearby park sites are in consideration: MNCPPC properties 

(even though they are in the flood plain), and tracts near Mother Jones and Buck lodge. (There are 4 sites 

being considered in northern Prince George’s county; we will get a list.) Jon Robinson noted that 

developing precious, limited green and recreation space for schools rather than redeveloping other sites is a 

bad, short-sighted policy. 

 Fix-up parks list – Mr. Campos said he needs to come up with a list of parks with MNCPPC that need fixing 

up, and asked us to send him a list of those requests. 

 Code enforcement/quality of life issues – Several members raised concerns about properties in need county 

enforcement/communications/fines. They asked if there was there a number to call to get fines imposed. Mr. 

Campos noted that they are working to define what exactly is legal and which jurisdictions are required to 

resolve the issues. (For example, when the problem is on the street, it is the police department; when it is on 

the property itself, it is a code violation. ) 

 CSTCA will send a list of these properties/concerns to Greg Hall to do what he called “a Blitz” for our 

neighborhood, concentrating on these and getting them fixed. Legislation may also be required. Four 

properties appeared to have illegal auto repair and sales; there were zoning concerns at 3 other properties; 5 

properties were noted for distress and quality of life issues; and a request for increased police presence on 

Rambler Drive and Court. Gun shots, teenage parties and dumping are a continual problem in the MNCPPC 

properties and Pepco right of way. He noted there is also need to clean up Langley Park.  

 Kari Fisher suggested Mr. Campos meet with Coral Gables, FL mayor to see how they have imposed fines 

and keep neighborhood standards. Jon Robinson suggested he also look at the City of Hyattsville on their 

self-funding model to raise imposed fines, collect and hire more enforcement with this money. 

 

Mr. Campos also made a standard form available to become a “party of record” on development/zoning cases 

before the MNCPPC Development Review Division. Mrs. Marguerite Mickens-Mosley thanked  

Mr. Campos and Mr. Hall for visiting CSTCA and noted the community looks forward to the results. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:00 pm. The next meeting is scheduled for Saturday March 19, 2005,  

1:00-3:00 pm in Lecture Room A, the National Archives at College Park. 

 

Respectfully submitted March 14, 2005 

Carol Hurwitch, Secretary, Cool Spring Terrace Civic Association 


