
General Meeting of the Cool Spring Terrace Civic Assn, Sat. May 17, 2003 

  

Mr. Cliff Ukachu called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

  

Officers Present: Mr. Cliff Ukachu, President; Ms. Marguerite Mickens-Mosley, 

Vice President; Mr. Ted Hull, treasurer (acting secretary); Mr. Antonio Bruce, 

Secretary.  Twenty-three additional attendees were present.  An agenda was 

distributed to the attendees. 

 

Mr. Ukachu began the meeting with a prayer and introductions by attendees. 

 

AGENDA ITEMS 

 

1. Overview: Save Cool Spring Neighborhood and Wetlands Project - Carol Hurwitch 

brought attendees up-to-date on recent developments in the neighborhoods’ 

efforts to prevent the University Place at Cool Spring project.  She announced 

that the Maryland Group of the Sierra Club has signed on as a sponsor for the 

opposition.  She also indicated that the CSTCA has established a Fundraising 

Committee with eight members and a Political and Technical Committee.  There 

were eight volunteers to assist with traffic counts.  The Special Exception 

hearing is scheduled for May 29, 2003, at 9:30 [later postponed]. 

 

2. Hearing Procedure - Mr. Jon Robinson, chapter chair for the Maryland Sierra 

Club, reviewed the procedure for the Special Exception hearing.  He indicated 

that the developer is subject to cross-examination by persons of record and that 

those persons can also be cross-examined by the developers’ attorney.  Retaining 

legal representation strengthens the CSTCA’s case.  Following the hearing, the 

zoning examiner will make their decision in 2-3 weeks, after which the decision 

will go to the District Council for vote.  Mr. Robinson announced that he is 

currently working to have legislation introduced to not allow special exceptions 

for elderly apartments in residential areas on parcels of less than 25-acres, as 

is law in Montgomery County. 

 

3. Guest Speaker – Mr. Michael Martin introduced himself as a former student of 

the University of Maryland (UMD) who was one of the leaders in the fight to 

protect Paint Branch Forest.  Paint Branch Forest was slated for demolition for 

additional parking for the Comcast Center on the UMD campus.  Mr. Martin 

described his experience working to protect that forested parcel including 

involving naturalists, promoting hikes in the area, and a rally on campus, which 

resulted in favorable press coverage and pressure on UMD officials to protect 

that parcel.  He reiterated that it is important for the public hearing for 

residents to appear unified and establish power and strength. 

 

4. Strategy – Ms. Hurwitch discussed aspects of the strategy for protecting Cool 

Spring Forest.  She distributed copies of letters to send to County Executive 

Jack Johnson and Councilman Peter Shapiro’s offices.  The CSTCA strategy and 

goal is to get the county to buy the land and have public trusts hold the 

easements on the property.  She reiterated that the property in question is not 

appropriate for elderly housing and that we should work to change the 

legislation on special exceptions for such developments (see 2 above).  Finally, 

Ms. Hurwitch reviewed the letter writing campaign and donations for support of 

our legal representation. 

 

5. Our Next Neighborhood Event – Mr. Ukachu announced that he will meet with Mr. 

Shapiro on May 20, and will bring the neighborhood’s concerns to his attention. 

Others discussed having a yard sale and/or potluck to support the CSTCAs 

efforts. 



 

6. Working Group Report – Mr. Bruce reported that the traffic counts for Adelphi 

Road were conducted the previous Tuesday.  He did not have final figures to 

report.  Mr. Bruce discussed his research on the impact of a rental community of 

this size on neighborhood property values.  He determined that rents of ca. 

$2,000 per month would have to be charged to not have a negative impact on 

property values. 

 

The May meeting of the CSTCA adjourned at 2:55.  The next scheduled meeting of 

the CSTCA is Sat. June 21, 2003, 1:00 p.m. at the Church of Christ Scientist, 

8300 Adelphi Road.  Future meetings may have to be held at an alternate location 

due to the church not normally being opened on Saturday afternoons.   

 

 

THEODORE J. HULL 

Treasurer  

Cool Spring Terrace Civic Association 


