
General Meeting of the Cool Spring Terrace Civic Assn, Sat. June 21, 

2003 

  

Mr. Cliff Ukachu called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

  

Officers Present: Mr. Cliff Ukachu, President; Ms. Marguerite 

Mickens-Mosley, Vice President; Mr. Ted Hull, treasurer (acting 

secretary); Dr. Antonio Bruce, Secretary.  Twelve additional 

attendees were present.  An agenda was distributed to the attendees. 

 

Mr. Ukachu began the meeting with a prayer and introductions by 

attendees. Guest: Mr. Stanley A. Earley, Deputy Chief Administrator, 

Office of Budget and Administration, Prince George’s County.  The 

Church of Christ Scientist is unable to accommodate meetings on 

Saturday afternoon.  Future Saturday meetings of the Association will 

be held at the National Archives at College Park. 

 

AGENDA ITEMS 

 

1 (#4 on agenda). Update on Efforts to Introduce Legislation: Dr. Jon 

Robinson reviewed for Mr. Earley and attendees the Save the Cool 

Spring Forest campaign.  The briefing reviewed the community 

opposition to the introduction of the apartment building into the 

community and that granting the special exception would open the 

community to other large-scale developments. The community’s goal is 

to have MNCPPC purchase the property and have the easement held by an 

environmental organization.  To achieve this goal, the community has 

sent letters to county officials asking them to support legislation 

to remove elderly housing facilities from special exceptions to 

property zoned rural residential (RR).  In brief, the community 

requests support from the administration for the legislation and for 

money for the MNCPPC to purchase the property.  Mr. Earley asked for 

clarification whether the neighborhood fears the increased density 

and whether our plan was to protect the site or protect the zoning.  

Members replied that we seek to protect the property from development 

and thereby have no increase in density.  Dr. Robinson also indicated 

that the neighborhood is supporting having legislation introduced 

that would subject the UMD to local zoning and environmental laws.  

Mr. Glenn Kirkland indicated that Dr. Bruce has conducted a study of 

the impact of the facility on property values.  Mr. Earley requested 

a copy of that study. 

 

Mr. Earley also indicated that the issues presented by the community 

regarding development are exactly the types of issues the County 

Executive is interested in hearing about.  As budget officer, he was 

uncertain whether there were funds available from Program Open Space 

for property acquisition.  Mr. Earley also discussed briefly the 

fiscal impacts from commercial versus residential developments.  

Discussion ensued about the positive impact that open space has on 



youth development.  Mr. Earley was provided with copies of the CSTCA 

briefing papers and handouts.   

 

Dr. Bruce briefly reviewed his research on the negative impacts that 

a rental facility would have on neighborhood property values.  His 

research indicates that in the long-run property values would 

decrease at the market rates suggested by the developer ($1,000 per 

month or less).  It is only when rental rates rise to $1,500 to 

$1,900 per month that there is no negative impact on property values.  

Dr. Bruce also indicated that the Census block group for our 

neighborhood shows the properties to be 100% owner occupied. 

 

Mr. Evan Duquette spoke briefly of the Chatham Association’s support 

for the development.  He indicated that the neighborhood fears that 

if the Orchard Development does not go through that the developer may 

sell the land to UMD and develop it for student housing under a $1 

lease-back agreement.  Ms. Kathy Waldbauer indicated also that a 

member of the Chatham Association has informed those members that a 

university Vice President for Real Estate has become aware of the 

property; that university officials have visited MNCPPC; and that 

there are discussions of the developer entering into a covenant with 

the community association as well as the MNCPPC.  These points raised 

additional discussion and debate, as well as discussion of runoff and 

drainage issues. 

 

Mr. Earley departed and Mr. Kirkland offered to give him a tour of 

the neighborhood.  Mr. Earley accepted the offer and Mr. Kirkland 

later reported that he was quite impressed with the character of our 

neighborhood and expressed concerns about the poor status of the 

pavement on Cool Spring Road. 

 

2. Overview of Current Efforts: Ms. Carol Hurwitch reported that the 

Special Exception has been given a new tracking number.  All who 

signed up originally as parties of record should have received a 

notice of the change and the need to re-apply to remain a party of 

record.  Ms. Hurwitch also indicated that because of the change, the 

petition will need to be re-circulated to garner new signatures. 

 

3. Fundraising: Ms. Hurwitch indicated that to date the community has 

raised $2,500.  Expenditures total $4,500.  Therefore, with the 

$2,000 contributed by Ms. Hurwitch and Dr. Robinson, we are doing 

fine.  However, should this issue continue beyond the initial 

hearing, we will need to raise additional funds.  Ms. Hurwitch 

offered some suggestion for raising additional money including yard 

sales and a community picnic or block party. The Fundraising 

Committee will hold a meeting Tues. June 24. 

 

4. Legislative Issues: Dr. Robinson re-reviewed the campaign to 

introduce legislation on removing the special exception for elderly 



housing.  He also discussed CB-28 and the spot zoning issue for UMD.  

He also indicated that the Sierra Club, Maryland Chapter and Prince 

George’s County Group, formally opposes the development and opposes 

CB-28.  He also indicated for the record that the Chapter is 

authorized to receive the funds for the Save the Cool Spring Forest 

Campaign, authorizing the use of funds up to the amount contributed.  

These funds are used only for legal expenses. 

 

5. Council of Civic Association Membership: Mr. Ukachu reported on a 

meeting he attended with Dr. Robinson on June 19 of the Council of 

Northern Prince George’s County Civic Associations.  The meeting was 

held at Rolling Crest Community Center, West Hyattsville.  The 

meeting included briefings by county officials on crime, traffic, and 

housing code enforcement.  Approximately 300 persons attended.  Mr. 

Ukachu indicated that to become a voting member of the council, the 

CSTCA would have to expend $25 in dues per annum.  Mr. Joel Ryerson 

introduced the following motion: 

 

Motion: To expend $25 to join the Council of Northern Prince George’s 

County Civic Associations.  Motion seconded by Mr. Hull. 

 

Voting on the motion was suspended until the proper application forms 

could be obtained.   

 

On a related matter, Mr. Hull was presented with a community 

association application form from the MNCPPC, Planning Department.  

On May 6, 2003, the Prince George’s County Council passed legislation 

requiring that all civic associations be registered with the county 

to receive re-zoning and other development applications affecting 

their neighborhoods.  Mr. Hull completed and mailed the application 

following the general meeting. 

 

The June meeting of the CSTCA adjourned at 3:00.  The next scheduled 

meeting of the CSTCA is Sat. July 19, 2003, 1:00 p.m. in Lecture Room 

A, National Archives at College Park, 8601 Adelphi Road. 

 

 

THEODORE J. HULL 

Treasurer  

Cool Spring Terrace Civic Association 


