
Meeting of the Cool Spring Terrace Civic Association, Sat. December 20, 2003, the National 

Archives at College Park, Lecture Room A. 

 

Officers Present:  Marguerite Mickens-Mosley, Vice President; Ted Hull, Treasurer (Acting 

Secretary).  Five additional members present.  Guests: Kimberley Propeack, Director of 

Advocacy, CASA of Maryland, Inc.; Jeseline Pena-Melnyk, Board Members, CASA of 

Maryland, Inc. 

 

The meeting opened at 1:30 with introductions by our guests. 

 

 

1. CASA of Maryland – Mr. Hull invited Ms. Propeack to address the CSTCA concerning the 

role played by CASA of Maryland in the Hispanic/Latino community of Langley Park 

including street vending and day laborers.  Her invitation was prompted by a call to Mr. Hull 

asking for a chance to respond to the CSTCAs cosigning of a letter opposing any 

regularization of the laws concerning street vendors. 

 

a. Street Vendors: Ms. Propeack discussed street vendors and the current regulations.  She 

stated that in Prince George’s county, only vending of fresh seafood and barbeque is 

currently allowed under current zoning regulations adopted during the Curry 

Administration.  Hispanic/Latino vendors of pupusas and other foods are therefore 

operating illegally under the current zoning ordinance.  CASA of Maryland has assisted 

in developing an organization known as the Association of Vendors of Prince George’s 

County.  All vendors have health licenses and the members are self-regulation.  Ms. 

Propeack was asked about vending of alcohol and drugs; a charge made at a previous 

meeting of the CSTCA.  She stated that she was aware of only one instance of alcohol 

being sold from a vendor cart; Vendor Association members turned that vendor into the 

police and the vendor ceased serving alcohol.  She is not aware of any vendor selling 

drugs.  The Vendor Association serves as a self-regulating board for the vendors and 

therefore, they all abide by a code of acceptable conduct.  CASA of Maryland in 

currently working with the Prince George’s County Council member Peter Shapiro to 

introduce legislation to change the current zoning laws.  The change would make the 

laws similar to those in Montgomery County allowing for one vendor per block; no 

vendor within 500 ft. of a school or single family home; and only one vending license per 

family.  CASA of Maryland opposes the vending of food from shopping carts and out of 

apartments. 

 

b. Day Laborers: Ms. Propeack discussed CASA of Maryland’s role in the operation of day 

laborer centers.  She indicated that the main CASA center at Piney Branch and University 

is a less than ideal site for day laborer; ingress and egress at the site is very difficult.  

They have established a temporary center at New Hampshire and Eastern Aves.  She 

indicated that the day laborer centers provide the ability to track employment and to 

protect both employers and employees.  Questions arose about the seemingly large 

populations of informal day laborers seen congregating at other site, such as Tick Tock 

and the 7-11 at New Hampshire and University.  Ms. Propeack responded that CASA of 

Maryland has been working with many of the businesses in the Langley Park area to 



congregate these informal day laborers in the formal CASA of Maryland centers to better 

protect all in the community.  She indicated that CASA of Maryland is planning on 

opening a new center in Prince George’s County at the former Willy’s Records on 

University Blvd to better serve the growing day laborer community around Riggs Rd and 

University Blvd.  Rent of that building is currently $10,000 per month and CASA of 

Maryland is currently working with the Prince George’s County council to strike a better 

deal.  Other projects, to improve the language skills and training for the Hispanic/Latino 

community, is to open a multicultural center at the former McCormick Mansion on 15
th

 

Avenue.  CASA of Maryland is working in many ways to improve the community along 

the International Corridor. 

 

2. Save the Cool Spring Forest Campaign – Ms. Hurwitch provided an update on fundraising.  

She indicated that the community has contributed $3,900 to the expenses for the campaign.  

She reminded the board that the CSTCA agreed to help raise $10,000 towards the expenses.  

She also explained the reasons for higher expenses than what was originally projected, 

including the three days (rather than one) of hearings and hiring a professional traffic expert. 

 

3. Takoma Tree and Landscaping – Ms. Allen presented photographs of ongoing activities at 

Takoma Tree and Landscaping.  Specifically, trucks and other heavy equipment remained 

parked at the property and neighbors have observed work continuing in violation of the 

decision made at the March 24, 2003 hearing.  Ms. Allen introduced the following motion: 

 

Motion: That the CSTCA send letters and copies of the photographs to each member of 

the District Council expressing concern over the continued operation of a business known 

as Takoma Tree and Landscaping.  The business continues despite the March 24, 2003, 

decision made to reject the special exception.  Motion seconded and accepted without 

question.  (Mr. Hull sent letters and copies of the photographs to each member of the 

District Council on December 30, 2003). 

 

4. December COPS Meeting – Mr. Hull reported on the December 11, 2003, COPS meeting 

held at District 1 headquarters, Hyattsville.  He provided copies of three handouts including a 

citizens referral sheet, arson hotline information, and tips for safe holiday shopping.  Officers 

reported on the gang summit held in November and adopted a two pronged approach to the 

growing gang problem: 1) enforcement and 2) intervention.  They reported that a gang 

taskforce has been established with 3 officers assigned from District 1, 1-2 troopers from the 

Maryland State Police, and 2 ATF officers.  District of Columbia, Montgomery County, and 

municipal police are also involved.  All members of the taskforce are deputized as Federal 

officers to allow them to move between jurisdictions.  Intervention will primarily be made 

through information distributed in schools and monitoring gang recruitment in schools.  

Officers also told the audience that much of the stolen automobile problem is related to gang 

activities.  Mr. Hull also reported that officers told attendees about a $10 CLUB program 

through the States Attorneys Office and that regulations concerning excessive noise come 

into effect at 9:00 p.m., but for officers to enforce the noise regulations callers must make a 

formal complaint and identify themselves.  Mr. Hull will find out more about the CLUB 

program for the next CSTCA meeting. 

 



The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.  The next meeting of the CSTCA is scheduled for Sat 

January 17, 2004, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Lecture Room A, the National Archives at College Park. 

 

Respectfully submitted 15 January 2004. 

 

Ted Hull 

Treasurer 

Cool Spring Terrace Civic Association 


